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from the President 


My first year as president is well 
underway, and I’m happy to report 
the college has continued to excel in 
all areas. Just this semester, we’ve 
received national accolades, successfully 
graduated more electrical linemen and 
practical nurses, and continued our work 
on campus projects. 

We have also had success in athletics, 
with the Wolf Pack football team playing 
in the MACCC Conference Championship 
game and winning the Heart of Texas 
Bowl game. In addition to these team 
achievements, Johnnie Daniels was 
named offensive player of the year, Billy 
Pullen was named defensive player of the 
year, and Coach Glenn Davis was named 
coach of the year. Nineteen players were 
named to the AI-MACCC south teams 
and four players were named to the 
NJCAA All-Region 23 team. The Wolves 
wrapped up an incredible season with a 
10-2 overall record, only the second time 
in school history for the Wolves to get 
double digit wins in a season. 

More importantly, our institution has 
continued to be recognized for its work 
in the classroom. I feel especially proud 
to have Co-Lin ranked as one of the Top 
150 community colleges in the nation 
by the Aspen Institute for Community 


College 
Excellence. 
Institutions 
selected for 
this honor 
stand out 
among more 
than 1,000 
community 
colleges 
nationwide 
as having 
high and 
improving levels of student success as 
well as equitable outcomes for Black and 
Hispanic students and those from lower- 
income backgrounds. This is the fourth 
time that Co-Lin has been recognized as 
a Top 150 community college. 

Our mission at Co-Lin is to offer 
the highest quality instruction in an 
environment that is centered around our 
students. This prestigious recognition is 
a testament to the dedication and hard 
work of both our employees and our 
students. 

In addition to the national recognition, 
we recently ranked No. 1 in student 
success among the 15 Mississippi 
community colleges. Our total student 
success rate was 66.4 percent easily 
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Middleton 


beating out the state average of 59.7 
percent. 

As we turn to a new year, our 
biggest priority will be to successfully 
complete the SACSCOC reaffirmation 
process. Though we were selected to 
go through a differentiated process due 
to the successful legacy of our college, 
this remains a rigorous undertaking. 
This reaffirmation is required every 
10 years for the college to remain an 
accredited institution. I want to thank 
the team of Co-Lin faculty and staff 
who are diligently working to make this 
process as smooth as possible. I have no 
doubt that we will meet and exceed all 
standards required for reaffirmation. 

As always, I want to recognize the 
hard work of our employees, the support 
of alumni and friends like you, and the 
dedication of our students. Ultimately 
Co-Lin remains the place to be because 
of each of you. 


SL iwaoe Md 


Dr. Dewayne Middleton 
Co-Lin President 
Class of 1996 


Co-Lin’s former presidents and their spouses were welcomed back to campus for the retiree brunch 
held at the president’s home during Homecoming. Present were (from left) Dr. Dewayne and Tan 
Middleton, Martha and Dr. Billy Thames, Candice and Dr. Howell Garner, Rosie and Dr. Ronnie 


Nettles and Dr. Jane Hulon Sims. 
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Alumni Ofticers 
Ch kebic. Clumni Cssoctabion 


The Athletic Alumni 
Association recently elected new 
officers. Colby Calcote (‘98) was 
named president, with Dr. John 
Harper (‘09) serving as vice- 
president and Maurice Johnson 
(96) as secretary. 


Colby Calcote 

While at Co-Lin, Calcote 
was a member of the baseball 
team. After Co-Lin, he played 
at the University of Southern 
Mississippi. 

Calcote is a 2008 graduate 
of The Mississippi School of 
Banking at The University of 
Mississippi and a 2006 graduate 
of Leadership Lauderdale. He 
earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Business Administration from 
The University of Southern 
Mississippi in 2000. 

Calcote is a member of 
the Brookhaven Academy 
Educational Foundation Board 
of Directors, the Brookhaven- 
Lincoln County Chamber of 


Commerce Board of Directors, 
former President of the 
Brookhaven Servitium Club, 
former President of the Krewe 
of Ceres, former member of the 
Finance Council at St. Francis 
of Assisi Catholic Church and a 
former member of the Boys and 
Girls Club of East Mississippi 
Board of Directors. 

Calcote and his family are 
members of St. Francis of Assisi 
Catholic Church. He and his wife, 
Kathleen, have two children, 
Wilson (16) and Camille (14). 


John Harper 
While at Co-Lin, Harper was a 
member of the tennis team and 
was a football manager. After 
graduating, he went on to earn 
a Bachelor of Arts in Political 
Science, Master of Public Policy 
and Administration, and Doctor 
of Philosophy in Community 
College Leadership from 
Mississippi State University. 
Harper works as the Leadership 


Development 
Specialist at the 
Stennis Institute 
of Government 
where he works 
directly with 
the Mississippi 
Community 
College Calcote 
Foundation to administer the 
Mississippi Community College 
Leadership Academy. This year- 
long leadership development 
program is organized around 
the practical needs of future 
community college leaders and is 
designed to sharpen supervisory, 
management, and leadership 
skills. 

He and his wife, Shelby, 
have two children, Levi (5) and 
Madeline (3). 


Maurice Johnson 

While at Co-Lin, Johnson 
was a member of the football 
team, where he was a stand-out 
linebacker for Co-Lin. He earned 


Bank & Cobble Cbumni Chapbor 


The Band & Colette Alumni 
Chapter recently elected new 
officers. Jessica Breazeale (‘03) 
was named president, with 
Geralyn Russell (‘01) serving as 
vice-president. Angela Smith 
Wilkinson (‘94) was re-elected 
as secretary/treasurer. 


Jessica Breazeale 

While at Co-Lin, Breazeale 
was Colette captain, Phi Theta 
Kappa vice president of public 
relations, and Miss Co-Lin. 
She also was a member of 
the Sojourners, concert choir, 
Student Government Association, 
the Trailblazers, Diamond Dolls 
and Drama Club. 

Breazeale is a 2006 graduate 
of the Univserity of Southern 
Mississippi, where she earned 
a Bachelor of Arts in mass 
communication and a minor 
in theater. She also was a Dixie 
Darling captain and starred in 
USM Theater productions. She 
also received a Master of Science 
from USM in public relations. 

Breazeale has been a public 
relations practitioner for 19 
years. Breazeale owns & operates 
JB Consulting, where she 
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manages digital marketing for 
clients across the United States. 
She works part-time at Co-Lin 
teaching public speaking and 
journalism classes. 

Breazeale and her hsuband, 
Ricky, are members of 
CenterPoint Church, where they 
both pastor. They have one son, 
Walker (12). 


Geralyn Russell 

While at Co-Lin, Russell was a 
member of the Blue Wave Show 
Band color guard, the choir, 
Sojourners, Phi Theta Kappa, 
the Trailblazers and Student 
Government Association. 

After Co-Lin, she graduated 
from Delta State University 
in 2003. Russell is currently 
assistant vice president at 
BankPlus in Brookhaven. She 
previously has served on the 
Co-Lin Foundation Board of 
Directors from 2009 to 2022. 
She is married to Brandon 
Russell, and they have two 
children Abby and Dalton. They 
are active members of First 
Baptist Church. She spends 
her free time supporting 
her children’s activities at 


Brookhaven 
Academy, along 
with the Loyd 
Star FFA and 
Lincoln County 
4-H. 


Angela Smith 
Wilkinson 

While at Co-Lin, Wilkinson 
was the drum major for the 
Blue Wave Show band, and she 
was a member of concert choir 
and the Sojourners. She played 
clarinet in the concert band and 
played piano for the jazz band. 
She also served as secretary for 
Phi Theta Kappa and president of 
the Trailblazers. She was elected 
a campus favorite, chosen for 
Who’s Who and selected to the 
Hall of Fame. 

After Co-Lin, she received 
a Bachelor of Science in 
nursing from the University of 
Mississippi Medical Center and 
a Master of Science in biology 
from Mississippi College. She 
also earned a certificate in 
church music from the New 
Orleans Baptist Theological 
Center. 

Wilkinson currently is an 


Breazeale 


Harper Johnson 
NJCAA All-American honors for 
his efforts on the gridiron. After 
graduating, he attended Florida 
A&M University where he helped 
lead the Rattlers to a NCAA I-AA 
national championship bid. 
Johnson’s coaching career has 
taken him to Benedict College, 
North Carolina A&T, Florida 
A&M University, Miles College, 
Edwards Waters College, East 
Mississippi Community College, 
Jackson State University, and 
most recently Mississippi 
Delta. Johnson is currently the 
defensive line coach at Co-Lin. 
Johnson and his wife Verneka, 
have two sons, Austin and 
Lajavian. 


Russell Wilkinson 
anatomy and physiology 
instructor at Co-Lin. She also 
serves as the co-sponsor of the 
Alpha Omega Science Club on 
campus. She received the Stanley 
Stewart Young Alumnus Award 
in 2013 and was chosen as a 
HEADWAE recipient in 2020. 

She has been a church pianist 
and organist for area churches 
for the past 38 years and 
currently serves as the pianist 
for Jayess Baptist Church. She 
sings in a Southern Gospel 
Quartet and is a member of 
the Human Anatomy and 
Physiology Society and the 
Mississiippi Science Teacher 
Association. She has served as 
the secretary/treasurer for the 
Band and Colette Chapter for 
more than 10 years. 

Wilkinson is married to Casey 
Wilkinson. 


from the Alumni Association President 


“Outstanding Faculty and Staff” with a cash 
prize at the beginning of the school year 
during Convocation. These two events are 


Dear Fellow Colinians, go specifically 
Each fall, alumni, faculty, staff and toward alumni 
students come together to make things justa events, 


bit brighter on Co-Lin’s campus. This year’s _ primarily meaningful to those that continue to make 
homecoming was no exception. We honored homecoming, Co-Lin “the place to be...” 
some incredible alumni: accomplished but a couple of We hope to continue to do all these things 
athletes, gifted band & Colette members, and __ special faculty and more in the coming year, but it is only 
our esteemed alumnus of the year, Charles and staff events. possibly through alumni dues. Annual dues 
Fortenberry. You can read all about each of Each year are $25 for an individual and $40 for a 
these former wolves in the pages to follow. in February, ‘i , 4 couple. Lifetime dues are also available for 

Our community-wide tailgate was the alumni rs Pay $250 for an individual and $400 for a couple. 
another success, and despite increasing our _ association Sullivan Again, thank YOU for all of your 
orders, we ran out of our free hamburgers recognizes contributions and support. Because of you, 
and hotdogs for the second year in a row. the faculty Co-Lin continues to be an awesome place to 
From alumni to future wolves, there were and staff on all three campuses with an be. 
smiles everywhere you looked as we waited appreciation meal. Last year, we had a 
for the kick off to a nail biter game against great turn out for lunch at the Simpson and 
East Central. Fortunately, our football team Natchez campuses, and the Wesson campus 
brought home a big win in overtime. employees really loved breakfast. We look 

Though we are always appreciative for forward to repeating the same events this 
the help of staff and students, homecoming year as our hard working faculty and staff 
would not be possible without our alumni enjoy coming together for a meal as it also 
who are faithful to pay dues every year. provides social time just for them that is Stephenie Sullivan 
Since it’s a new year, that means it’s time to __ rare throughout the school year. The Alumni Co-Lin Alumni Association President 
renew your membership! All dues collected Association also recognizes the winners of Class of 1997 


SAVE THE DATE FOR 


iH 
ALUMNI & FOUNDATION I i E 


Saturday, January 27, 2024 -— First Pitch Dinner 
Featuring former New York Yankee Andy Phillips 


Saturday, February 3, 2024 — Princess Ball 
Benefitting the Band & Colette Alumni Chapter 


Thursday, February 15, 2024 — Coach Gwyn Young Reunion 
Celebrating Co-Lin's winningest coach in history. All former players and friends 
are invited to attend. 


February 22-24 2024 — Natchez Literary & Cinema Celebration 
Presenting Rites, Rituals, and Religion in the Deep South 


Tuesday, March 26 2024 — Foundation Hall of Fame Dinner 
Honoring all major donors to the Co-Lin Foundation 


For more information about these and any other events, be sure to follow our social media pages 
@colinalumni. Contact the Foundation & Alumni office at 601-643-8313 with any questions. 
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Alumni Spotlight 


um dedicates live to heloing others 


Gary Creech (‘84) has dedicated his 
life to helping people during their 
darkest times. For the last 22 year, he 
has served as chaplain lead at Mayo 


Clinic Health System in 

Mankato, Minnesota, but 6 6 

his impact has not been In all my 

limited to that system. ; 

His team has published educational hard work and fun,” he 

research regarding said. 
endeavors [...] | tne staff and faculty 

eo at the Natchez campus 

I think most created a lasting 

impact on him. From 

fondly of 

Co-Lin. § § 


continue his studies at the University 
of Southern Mississippi and the New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. 
“Tn all my educational endeavors — 
from Co-Lin to graduate 
school to residency 
school — I think most 
fondly of Co-Lin as both 


spiritual, hospice, and 
palliative care to help 
improve the lives of 
patients regardless 
administrators like 
Dr. Howell Garner and 
Sandra Davidson to 
instructors like Jim 


of where they are 

treated. This summer, 

Creech was awarded 

Outstanding Local 

Leader in June 2023 Wiggins, John Bullen 

from the Association of and Dr. Leard. Creech 
particularly had a strong 
mentorship with Dr. Joey 

Paul. 

“We actually wrote a computer 


Gary Creech, 
Professional Chaplains. 
He has been board 
program together for stoichiometry,” he 
said. “Dr. Paul was not only a brilliant 


Class of 1984 
certified since 2007. 
Creech graduated from Co-Lin’s 
Natchez campus, where he was selected 
for its Hall of Fame. He went on to 


mathematician 
— in my 
mind he was 
a modern- 
day Einstein 
— but he 
was very goo 
at computer 
programming. 
I was able 
to partner 
with Dr. 
Paul in this 
programming 
venture by helping him understand the 
science part of the stoichiometry.” 
Creech credits Co-Lin for laying 
a strong foundation for scientific 
curiosity and research. The opportunity 
for collaboration with instructors helped 
first his interest in quality improvement 
metrics and quantitative and qualitative 
research. 
Creech is married to the former 
Kerri Spears, and they have three adult 
children. 


Creech 


CO-LIN FOUNDATION 


Three Tournaments, 
One Cause 


Simpson County Center - Feb. 29 

Simpson County Country Club 
Natchez Campus - Apr. 25 

Beau Pre Country Club 
Wesson Campus - May 30 

Wolf Hollow 


Sign up online or contact the Co-Lin 
Foundation at 601-643-8498 for 
more information. 
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Homecoming 2023 was a big success 
welcoming hundreds of visitors to 
campus. 

The week offered many opportunities 
for students and community members 
to come together beginning with a 
movie night in Stone Stadium on 
Monday, the annual 5K run Tuesday, 
and a pep rally Wednesday. 

The day of homecoming started 
with welcoming Co-Lin retirees back 
to campus with a brunch held at the 
president’s home. The annual alumni 
awards reception honored Charles 
Fortenberry as Alumnus of the Year. The 
Athletic Alumni Association inducted 
six new hall of fame members: Kyle 
Beall, baseball; Chassity Cubie, women’s 
basketball; Daniele Knight, softball; 
Thomas Matthews, men’s basketball; 
Dequan Menzie, football; and Amy 
Russell Riley, tennis. The Band & Colette 
Alumni chapter inducted Joe Elliott 
into its hall of fame and recognized 
Kennedy Moore as the Stanley Stewart 
Outstanding Young Alumnus. 

The tailgate was busy with people 
of all ages celebrating before kickoff 
against East Central. The Sports Hall of 
Fame inductees were recognized during 
pre-game festivities, and Homecoming 
Queen T’Myah Denson and her court 
were honored during halftime. 


50th Reunion 


Members of the Class of 1973 received golden anniversary 
pins at the alumni awards reception. 


Band & Colette Alumni Awards 


The Band and Colette 
chapter of the Co-Lin Alumni 
Association inducted Joe Elliott, 
of Bogue Chitto, into its Hall 
of Fame and honored Kennedy 
Moore, of Brookhaven, as the 
Stanley Stewart Outstanding 
Young Alumni recipient. 


Joe Elliott 
Elliott is a 1987 graduate of 
Co-Lin, where he was a member 
of the Blue Wave Show Band, 
the Sojourners and the choir. 
After Co-Lin, he received both 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
from Mississippi College. 

He has been a member of 
the music faculty at Southwest 
Mississippi Community College 
for 27 years, where he currently 
is the chair of the humanities 
and fine arts division. He has 
also been a bivocational music 
minister for 37 years, and he 
currently serves at New Heights 
Baptist Church. He has enjoyed 
a regional career as a vocalist, 
conductor and director in 
musicals and orchestral events 
and is actively involved in 
community choir and theatre 
events to engage musical 
involvement in the community. 

He and his wife, Jennifer 
Joiner Elliott, have four children: 
Joey, 26, Beth, 23, Emily, 23, 
and Abby, 21. 

“As a lifetime believer in the 
community college system, I 
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am a Wolf at heart and a Bear 
in life,” he said. “It is a great 
honor to be acknowledged by 
the institution of my past.” 


Kennedy Moore 

Moore is a 2017 graduate 
of Co-Lin, where she was a 
captain of the Colettes. During 
her time as a student, she 
was also named to Co-Lin’s 
Who’s Who Among Students 
in American Community 
Colleges. After Co-Lin, Moore 
received a bachelor’s degree 
in child development from 
the University of Southern 
Mississippi, with a minor in 
dance education. 

She currently serves as the 
Colette director, teaches dance 
at Show Stoppers Studio of 
Dance in Brookhaven and is 
a 5th and 6th grade English 
Language Arts teacher at By 
Faith Christian Academy. 

“T absolutely loved my time 
at Co Lin and now getting 
to be a coach here is such a 
meaningful job to me,” she 
said. “I love getting to share 
my passion of dance with each 
team that I get, and I love being 
able to work at a college that 
supports me and what I do. I 
feel extremely lucky and blessed 
to work at a college like Co Lin. 
Being a recipient of this award 
is something I will forever 
cherish.” 


Hamilton scholarship 


The Band & Colette Chapter recently established a 
scholarship in memory of former chapter and alumni 
association president Mark Hamilton, who passed away in 
May 2023. Band & Colette president JP McInnis presented 
a plaque commemorating Hamilton’s service to his family at 
homecoming. 


Band & Colette Chapter president JP McInnis (right) 
presents Joe Elliott with a platter commemorating his hall of 
fame induction. 


Band & Colette Chapter president JP McInnis (right) 
presents Kennedy Moore with the Stanley Stewart 
Outstanding Young Alumni award. 


Kyle Beall, baseball, and his coach Keith 
Case. 


The Co-Lin Athletic Alumni Association 
inducted six members into the Sports Hall of 
Fame. 

This year’s class includes Kyle Beall, of 
Louisville, Kentucky, Chassity Cubie, of 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Daniele Knight, of 
Destrehan, Louisiana, Thomas Matthews, of 
Clinton, Dequan Menzie, of Richland, and 
Amy Russell Riley, of New Hebron. 


Kyle Beall 

Beall is a 2002 graduate of Co-Lin, where 
he was a member of the Wolf Pack baseball 
team. While at Co-Lin he was named 1* 
Team All-American, 1 Team All-Region and 
1 Team All-State in 2002. 

After Co-Lin, Beall played baseball at 
Coastal Carolina University and Carson- 
Newman University. He was named to 
the 2005 South Atlantic Conference All 
Tournament Team. He graduated from 
Carson-Newman with a degree in exercise 
science. He currently works as a Certified 
Registered Nurse Anesthetist at Norton 
Healthcare in downtown Louisville, 
Kentucky. He is a member of the American 
Association of Nurse Anesthetists, Kentucky 


Thomas Matthews, men’s basketball, 
and athletic director Bryan Nobile. 


Chassity Cubie, women’s basketball, and 
her coach Gwyn Young 


Association of Nurse Anesthetists and NULU 
Small Business Association. 

“Tt is truly humbling and an honor and 
privilege to be a part of such a prestigious 
group of former student athletes,” he said. 

Beall is married to Peyton Beall (‘02), 
formerly of Brookhaven 


Chassity Cubie 

Cubie is a 1998 graduate of Co-Lin 
where she was a member of the Wolf Pack 
basketball team. During her freshman 
year at Co-Lin, she averaged 11.2 points, 
3.8 rebounds, 1.6 steals and 1.9 assists, 
and she was named to the MACJC First 
Team All State. Her sophomore year, she 
averaged 13.2 points, 3.7 rebounds, 2.2 
steals and 2.3 assists, and she was named 
to the MACJC First Team All State, NJCAA 
ALL Region XXII, NJCAA All Region XXIII 
All Tournament and NJCAA Third Team All 
American. During the 1996-1997 season, her 
team won the MACJC State Championship, 
NJCAA Region XXII Championship, 
MACJC South Division Championship, and 
they participated in the NJCAA National 
Tournament. During the 1997-1998 season, 


Dequan Menzie, football, and his coach 
Glenn Davis 


Daniele Knight, softball, and her coach 
Allen Kent. 


her team won the MACJC South Division 
Championship and was runner-up in the 
MACJC State Championship and NJCAA 
Region XXIII Championship. 

After Co-Lin, Cubie played basketball at 
Southeastern Louisiana University. 
Daniele Knighi 

Knight is a 2010 graduate of Co-Lin, where 
she was a member of the Wolf Pack softball 
team. While at Co-Lin, she was named 1* 
Team All-Region and 1* Team All-State in 
2009 and 2010. She was also selected for 
the All-Star game and her team won the 
state championship title both years. She 
set records for RBIs (49), doubles (16) and 
walks (27). She also struck out only six times 
during her freshman season at Co-Lin. 

After Co-Lin, Knight attended Louisiana 
College, where she received a Bachelor of 
Science in nursing. She also earned her 
Master of Science in nursing at Northwestern 
State University. She currently works as 
a nurse practioner in the field of family 
practice. 

“This honor is a reflection of all of the 


Sports continued on page 10 


Amy Russell Riley, tennis, and her coach 
Mike McIntyre. 
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Homecoming Court 


The 2023 Homecoming Court was presented at the Homecoming football game at halftime. Those selected by their peers 
were (from left) Simpson County center freshman maid Annalyse Layton, Natchez campus freshman maid Kennedy Wilson, 
Wesson campus freshman maid Reagan Newman, Wesson campus freshman maid Carlee Case, Homecoming Queen 
T’Myah Denson, Wesson campus sophomore maid Kamryn Bridges, Wesson campus sophomore maid Baylee Zumbro, 
Simpson County center sophomore maid Miranda McDaniel, and Natchez campus sophomore maid Riana Mclemore 


Sports Hall of Fame continued from page 9 


hard work and dedication myself, 
my family, my teammates and 
our coaches put forth day in and 
day out,” she said. “I am proud 
to represent my team in the Hall 
of Fame.” 

Knight and her husband, 
James, have one son, Brooks, 
one daughter, June, and are 
expecting twins in January. 


Thomas Matthews 

Matthews is a 1988 graduate of 
Co-Lin where he was a member 
of the Wolf Pack basketball team. 
While at Co-Lin, he was named 
to the 1% Team All-State and was 
named Most Valuable Player at 
the Mississippi Junior College All 
Star Game. 

After Co-Lin, Matthews 
continued his basketball career 
at Mississippi College, where he 
was named Gulf State Conference 
Newcomer of the Year and 1* 
Team Gulf South Conference. 

He then went on to play nine 
years in Portugal and Greece. He 
currently owns his own business, 
Corporate Security, in Clinton. 
He gives back by running a 
sports camp at the YMCA in 
downtown Jackson. 

“Tt is a great honor to be 
inducted into the Co-Lin Hall 
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Fame, he said. “Tt has been 
my dream for a long time. The 
school has meant the world to 
me, and what I am today — a 
successful businessman, family 
man — all started with the hard 
work instilled the day I walked 
on campus.” 

He and his wife, Annie, have 
one son, Khristian. 


De’Quan Menzie, Sr. 

Menzie is a 2010 graduate of 
Co-Lin where he was a member 
of the Wolf Pack football team. 
He was named a 2"™ team All- 
American by the NJCAA following 
his sophomore season at Co-Lin. 
He garnered NJCAA All-Region 
23 honors and was named the 
Most Valuable Defensive Back in 
the MACJC. He was also named 
to the 1% team All-State. 

After Co-Lin, Menzie attended 
the University of Alabama, 
where his team won a national 
championship. He received a 
bachelor’s degree in human 
environmental science. He 
was drafted by the Kansas City 
Chiefs in the 2012 NFL draft, 
before continuing his career with 
the Detroit Lions and Carolina 
Panthers. He currently serves on 
the executive protection team at 


the Mississippi Highway Patrol. 

“Tt’s a great honor and 
privilege to be inducted into the 
Co-Lin Sports Hall of Fame,” he 
said. 

He is married to Wolf Pack 
women’s basketball alumna 
TeAirra Wilbert Menzie, and 
they have five children: Alanna, 
DeAunni, Annelise, DeQuan, Jr., 
and Avianna. 


Amy Russell Riley 

Riley is a 1987 graduate of Co- 
Lin, where she was a member 
of the Wolf Pack tennis team. 
While at Co-Lin, she received 
the state and regional title in 
No. 2 singles and No. 1 doubles 
and was ranked in the nation’s 
top 20 in 1986. Her team that 
year won the state and regional 
championship and was ranked 
in the nation’s top 10. She also 
won the state and regional title 
in No. 3 singles and was ranked 
in the nation’s top 20 in 1987. 
That team was the first Co- 

Lin tennis tearm to play in the 
NJCAA National Tournament in 
Midland, Texas. 

After Co-Lin, Riley attended 
the University of Southern 
Mississippi, where she received a 
bachelor’s degree in elementary 


education. She taught at Prentiss 
Christian Academy for three 
years before joining the staff at 
New Hebron Attendance Center. 
During her 27.5 years at New 
Hebron, she served on numerous 
committees and coached 
basketball, track and cheer. She 
remains active in the USTA adult 
tennis league. 

“T am in awe of the fact that 
Iam among some of the best 
athletes that have come through 
the Co-Lin athletic program 
throughout the years,” she said. 
“Tam forever grateful for this 
opportunity.” 

Riley is a member of New 
Hebron Baptist Church, where 
she currently serves as church 
hostess, greeting coordinator 
and member of the children’s 
ministry committee. She was 
married to the late Jason Riley 
for 29 years, and they are 
parents of three daughters: 
Abby Crider and her husband, 
Jeret, Carly Reeves and her 
husband, Blake, and the late Jacy 
Lee Riley. They also have four 
grandchildren, AnaMolly Crider, 
Adeline Crider, Collins Reeves 
and Hutch Reeves, and a fifth 
grandchild is expected in April 
2024. 


Alumnus of the Year 


FOrtenIDerrY Mamed 
Alumnus of thie Year 


Top: Charles 
Fortenberry gives an 
acceptance speech 
at the Alumni Awards 
Reception after being 
named Alumnus of 
the Year. Left: Alumni 
Association president 
Stephenie Sullivan 
presents Fortenberry 
with a plaque 
commemorating his 
award. 


by Julia V. Miller 
julia.miller@colin.edu 


Co-Lin’s 2023 Alumnus 
of the Year Charles 
Fortenberry (‘61), of 
Fayetteville, North 
Carolina, credits two 
people with his decision 
to attend Copiah-Lincoln 


most successful athletic 
career of the group. 

“We had a lot of talent 
on our team, and we did 
really good,” he said. “We 
had guys from Lincoln 
County there that I played 
against in high school, so 
it was just a bunch of guys 
who knew each other. And 


Community College. First we had Coach Ricks, of 
and foremost, his mother course. He was the key to 
had attended Co-Lin it all. He was able put in of 
and had us together 
first-hand 6 6 as a team — 
knowledge I learned and make it 
at how great happen. 
it could be. from ‘ ae 
The second ° or Ricks 
was Jack [ Ricks | helped 
Case (‘59). prepare 
The two how to put eae 
had played or his 
basketball a team hes by 
together eveloping 
at Bogue together, self 
Chitto, confidence 
and he let and how and 
Fortenberry earning the 
know that to make uae 
he would be ° of team 
transferring things work. 
to Co-Lin I 
to join the happen.9 yy rae 
basketball rom him 
team. Charles how to 
“That put a team 
put a little Fortenberry, Eo aewe 
pressure on and how 
me to come 2023 Alumnus ee make 
to Co-Lin things 
because I of the Year Bape D 
liked him, e said. 
and we “T wasn’t 


played good ball together,” 
he said. 

Fortenberry played under 
Coach Alton Ricks from 
1959-1961, and the main 
thing he recalled about 
his teammates is how 
incredibly talented they 
were. Several went on to 
have successful coaching 
careers, with MK Turk 
(‘62) going on to have the 


afraid to try new things. 
When I went to flight 
school, I’d never even 
flown on airplane.” 

After Co-Lin, Fortenberry 
transferred to Mississippi 
State University, where 
he received a Bachelor 
of Science in 1963. He 
received a master’s degree 
from Troy State University 


Alumnus continued on page 12 
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Alumnus of the Year continued from page 11 


and completed additional studies 
at Campbell University. 

He then began a 25-year 
career with the United States 
Air Force. For four years during 
the Vietnam War, he flew more 
than 500 combat missions in 
Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos. 
He also received 11 air medals 
and two Distinguished Flying 
Cross medals. He returned to the 
United States and began working 
his way up the ranks. In 1979, 
he established and commanded 
a combat operations school 


for National and International 
C-130 crewmembers. In 1982, 

he was assigned as commander 
of a C-130 squadron, which 
consisted of more than 1,000 
crew members and maintenance 
personnel. He was promoted to 
colonel in 1984 and was assigned 
to the Joint Special Operations 
Command at Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina as the air component 
commander. 

Fortenberry retired from the 
military in 1987. Rather than 
pivot to a new career, he decided 


to devote his time toward the 
cosmetics business his wife, the 
former Patrica Ann Moak (’61), 
had built. She was recognized 

as Co-Lin’s Alumna of the Year 
in 2021. Ultimately, they grew 
the business reaching more than 
$40 million in annual sales and 
conducted seminars, conferences 
and workshops both in the U.S. 
and internationally. 

The Fortenberrys have two 
children, Craig and Pam, and five 
grandchildren, Noah, Joshua, 
Allie Kate, Jacob and Katie. 


Fortenberry 


Do you know a Co-Lin 


alum who deserves 
an alumni award? 


Make your uomination taday! 


Now accepting nominations for: 
Alumni of the Year 
Sports Hall of Fame 


Visit colin.edu/alumni-foundation for more information 
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from the Director 


Hello Alumni and Friends, 

I hope you all had a wonderful holiday 
season. We have loved seeing our alumni 
and friends back on campus at our 
events and activities this past fall. Our 
Homecoming events were well attended 
by alumni of all ages, and the Wolf Pack’s 
win over East Central was icing on the 
cake. 

Speaking of football, we are so proud 
of Coach Glenn Davis and the football 
team’s successful 10-win season, with 
a second-place finish for the MACCC 
championship, and a big win in the Heart 
of Texas Bowl held in Dallas in early 
December. At press time, both men’s and 
women’s basketball teams are off to a 
great start, and we’re looking forward to 
more wins in the spring. 

Other athletic events coming up include 
the baseball team’s second annual First 
Pitch Dinner to be held Jan. 27 featuring 


Scholarship Reception 


former New 
York Yankees 
player Andy 
Phillips as 
keynote 
speaker. 
Phillips has 
ties to Co- 
Lin- his wife, 
Bethany Barr 
Phillips (02) 
is originally 
from 
Simpson 
County and was a member of the Co- 
Lin tennis team. We are also looking 
forward to hosting a celebration honoring 
legendary Co-Lin women’s basketball 
coach Gwyn Young (’71) on Feb. 15. All 
former players and friends are invited to 
attend. 

Besides athletic events, we are looking 


forward to recognizing our generous 
donors at the Foundation’s annual Hall of 
Fame dinner, as well as the annual golf 
classic fundraisers benefiting all three 
campuses in February, April, and May. If 
you haven’t visited campus lately, come 
see what’s new. Check out the upcoming 
events calendar, and find a place to plug 
in. If you can’t join us in person, be sure 
to give us a follow on social media and 
stay up to date on what’s going on at The 
Place to Be. 


Anya fw 


Angela Davis Furr 

Class of 2002 

Executive Director of 
Foundation | Alumni Relations 


This past September, the Foundation Board of Directors hosted a scholarship reception 
honoring our 2023-2024 scholarship recipients and donors. 


Underwood Family 


Riley Kate Hinton and Anna Grace 


McCreary 


with scholarship representative Tammy Torrey 


TaN 


(Ge) 


Tucker Gerald, Jackson Smith, Joshua Townsend, John Wallace and Luke 
Stanford 


Presidential Scholars 


with scholarship representatives Jeremy Crowsey (left) and Lorraine Stephensen (right) 


Alisa Johnson, Will Loy, Emma Kate Fimiano, Cara Jarancik, Deanna Lofton, Madison Craft 


and Carson Hughey 
with Co-Lin President Dr. Dewayne Middleton 
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Abner W. Cooper Albert “Sonny” Hill John Vernon & Allyene 


Memorial Post 27 __ Memorial Alton & Jean Ricks J _ Pitts Williams Memorial 
Erin Reynolds Jessie Rippy Cade Dedeaux Bethany Hoke Bethany Hoke 
with scholarship with Wesson campus vice with Wesson campus vice with scholarship representative with scholarship representative 
representative Dr. Tim Lea president Jackie Martin president Jackie Martin Alton Ricks Ann Williams 


Alton and Lucille Ann Dickerson | Arlee W. Walker Pre- 


Keys Science Bradberry | Professional Science Ball-Howington Bank Plus 
Kimberly Ayers Mason Clanton T’Myah Denson William Clark Lauren Mathes 
with Wesson campus vice with Wesson campus vice with Wesson campus vice with board member Dustin with scholarship representative 
president Jackie Martin president Jackie Martin president Jackie Martin Walker Dustin Walker 


iy Fe 
4 id 
Bateman Creative Writing | 
Hardy Perritt for Excellence 


in Writing Becky Doty Vocal Beta Sigma Phi Bobby O’Quinn Memorial Brookhaven Lions Club 
Megan Felchle Paul Tanner Allyson Sullivan Ramie Stovall Briar Hamilton 
with board member Dustin _ with scholarship representative with scholarship representative — with board member Dustin with board member Dustin 
Walker Becky Doty Bettye Boutwell Walker Walker 


Charles W. “Billy” 


Calvin White Memorial Centurion McGehee Charlotte Hill 
Allycen Trout Mary Francis Connor Pittman Anna Hester Tanika Hathorn 
with public relations director with scholarship representative — with public relations director with public relations director with public relations director 
Natalie Davis Sonya Cowen Natalie Davis Natalie Davis Natalie Davis 
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| 
Clyde Wilson Band and Co-Lin Educators’ 


Colette Co-Lin State Farm Copiah Bank Federal Credit Union 
Galen Clark Braden Goldman Justin Hailey Laith El-Rai Kimberly Coon 
with scholarship with public relations director — with scholarship representative — with public relations director _ with scholarship representative 
representative JP McInnis Natalie Davis Rebecca Barrentine Natalie Davis Connie Evans 


& 


David Calcote Donald and Sarah 
Curtis Weston Memorial David Smith Memorial Dennis White Johnson 
Trevor Fortenberry Ariel Hinton Reagan Newman Caleb Sutton Morgan Laird 
with public relations director — with scholarship representative with scholarship representative with vice president of business _ with scholarship representative 
Natalie Davis Kay Calcote Ramona Hartzog affairs Dr. Richard Baker Tim Waldon 


Dr. Robert Bennie | Drs. Donald and Catherine 


Doris Ball Green Music Dr. Dewey Metts Channell Cotten | John “Jack” Johnson 
Nikevis Miller Eli Cupit Carlee Case Jordyn Bridges Cody Jensen 
with vice president of business with vice president of business — with public relations director _ with scholarship representative _ with scholarship representative 
affairs Dr. Richard Baker affairs Dr. Richard Baker Natalie Davis Dr. Roy Daughdrill Dr. Roy Daugharill 


py — 


| Frank & Evelyn Oswalt | J. Glover Mae Boarden Graydon L. & Helen E. 
E.A. “Beb F.M. Fortenberry | Edgar & Kathleen Simmons Book Mullen 
Halle Alexander Lily Lofton Justeena Sandifer Madyson Thomas Annakat Harrell 
with Foundation board with Foundation board with Foundation board with scholarship representative with Foundation board 
president Lauren Adkins president Lauren Adkins president Lauren Adkins Margaret Ewing Thomas president Lauren Adkins 
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s “o- 


James Gabriel “Gabe” 


Hattie Lou Montgomery ; 
H. Keith Russell Middleton Hodges Family Terrell Memorial 
Rileigh Martin Madelyn Barrentine Makaylin Cuellar Laney Waguespack Mailey Young 
with scholarship with Board of Trustees with Board of Trustees with scholarship representative with scholarship representative 
representative Penny Russell chairman Melton King chairman Melton King Margaret Ewing Mary Jane James 


CO-LIN 


Um 
Jodie Kyzar Greer 
James Lewis Memorial James Robert Lowery Jason Counts Memorial George 
Marley Channell Gabriel Selman Jayden James Jayden James Casen DeHart 
with scholarship representative with scholarship representative — with public relations director — with scholarship representative — with board member Shannon 
Bettye Boutwell Joy Wesbrooks Natalie Davis Janet Matthew Aker 


John and Suzanne John E. Russell | Maurice 
Boyd Ansel “Tony” Tynes Sr. | Willie H. Smith | Johnnie and Pauline Wells Keith Daniels 
Macy East Kurtai Mitchell Kortne Nelson Judson Griffin Craig Bass 
with board member Shannon — with board member Shannon — with board member Shannon _ with scholarship representative — with public relations director 
Aker Aker Aker Dr. Steve Wells Natalie Davis 


vr 


Laura Coghlan Laura Zelle Weems Lauri Alison Boutwell Lena W. and Fred E. 


Lamar and Pauline 
Taylor Stokes Williams Memorial Mathis Memorial 
Jaylon West Zoie Aikens Carson Hughey Kaylee Price Mekhi Mayweather 
with board member Shannon _ with board member Shannon with vice president of the with scholarship representative with board member Shannon 
Aker Aker Wesson campus Jackie Martin Bettye Boutwell Aker 
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Scholarship Reception 


Lou Douglas and W. D. Lura, Larry, and Dale 
Lexie B. Smith Hammons Famil Greer 7 Luther Garrett 
Brenda Hedgepeth Sarah Grace Smith Katelyn Berryhill Kendajah Adams Margaret Stamps 
with board member Shannon — with board member Shannon — with board member Shannon with board member Stacy __ with scholarship representative 
Aker Aker Aker Fells Barbara Garrett 


Mark Hamilton Mary Lilla Ashle Michael Edward and 
Maggie Flowers Ewing —{ Malcolm Newsmith Memorial Education Fun Susan Lofton Keys Math 
Katelyn George Billy Pullen Breawna Henry Emily Fuller Collin McGowan 
with scholarship representative — with board member Stacy __ with scholarship representative with board member Stacy with board member Stacy 
Margaret Ewing Thomas Fells JP McInnis Fells Fells 


Michael G. Lusk, Sr. Mississippi Media N.B. and Catherine 
Pre-Engineering Professionals White Memorial Noel H. Assink Memorial Nona Fortenberry 
Alex Leake Isaac McClenty Hannah Meredith Mason Killingsworth Natasha Porter 
with board member Stacy with board member Stacy __ with scholarship representative —_ with board member Stacy with board member Stacy 
Fells Fells Sonya Cowen Fells Fells 


Puckett Machinery R.E. “Bob” Anderson 


; ; Robert & Julia Arnold Journalism 
Peripatetic Club Diesel Tech Vo-Tech Rex Popplewell AO UIC ED 
Ricardo Butler Jr. Zane Rushing Jakob Hedgepeth David Singletary Olivia Fleming 
with board member Stacy with board member Stacy with board member Stacy with board member Stacy with board member Stacy 
Fells Fells Fells Fells Fells 
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Sandra H. Friedman 


Russell Slay Liverman Nursing 
Kelly Smith Jade Hernandez Romero Hannah Lofton Eddie Spence Madeline King 
with scholarship with board member Stacy with scholarship representative — with board member Stacy __ with scholarship representative 
representative Dr. Robert Britt Fells Amber Bowman Fells Dr. Steven Liverman 


atta ; 
Southwest Mississippi _| | Tara Reynolds 
Resource Conservation Stanley Stewart Memorial Thomas A. Ross Art Timothy McNulty 
Shelby Lofton Gavriel Clark Kylie Ready Kelly Eubanks Vana Kathryn Berryhill 
with board member Steve with scholarship representative with scholarship representative with board member Steve __ with scholarship representative 
McNulty JP McInnis Alicia Reynolds McNulty Steve McNulty 


fz | 
W. C. “Pop” & Henry : Wade Alexander 
S. Allen W. S. Henley Memorial Memorial Wayne King Memorial Z.Z. Chapman Trust 
Brooklyn Griffin Riley Easterling Johnnie Daniels Jacob Clark Dylan Bryan 
with public relations director — with vice president of business with scholarship representative _ with vice president of business — with board member Tammy 
Natalie Davis affairs Dr. Richard Baker Sharon Langley affairs Dr. Richard Baker Torrey 


y 


ie 


aa\\y\\\ rg _ = 


oe i eS 


Annie Lee Hardison Memorial 


7 
A, 


Marjorie Aiken Rector Memorial Nursing Beall Family 
Bethany Hoke Ashlyn Howell and Ethan Chambliss Taylor Lewis and Kamryn Boyles 
with scholarship representatives Brent (left) with vice president of Wesson campus Jackie with scholarship representative Ann 
and Dr. Stephanie Duguid Martin Kimbrough 
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Mark Anderson Memorial Rotary 


Club Cordelia Harvey Memorial Damon Baldwin Memorial 
Mary Francis and Maelee Thibodeaux —_ Baylee Zumbro and Sawyer Dunn Kayleigh Atwood 
with Co-Lin President Dr. Dewayne with public relations director Natalie Davis with scholarship representatives Geralyn 
Middleton Russell (left) and Gail Baldwin (right) 


Nathan Steele EMT/Paramedic 


Angela Shannon Madison Moak and Deacon Wallace 
with scholarship representatives (from left) David and Dianne _ with scholarship representatives (from left) Karen Clements and 


Steele and Tyler Blalock Dr. Ken Walley 


Jim and Martha Lightsey Immigrant K.R. Hodges 


Julia Myers Jennifer Martinez Toni Watson and Destiny Brown 
with scholarship representatives Zoula (left) __ with scholarship representatives Martha (left) with board member Shannon Aker 
and Dr. George Huffman (right) and Jim Lightsey (right) 


Tommy and Annette Sasser : ___ Trent Killingsworth Memorial 
Brooklynn Cupit Jaylynn Cloy and Trenton Tarver 
with scholarship representatives (from left) Steve Sasser, Nancy with scholarship representatives Sheila (left) and Larry 
Fenwick and Kelly Fenwick Killingsworth (right) 
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Dr. Phyllis H. Lanier Memorial Ed Norwood Golf | John Matthew 


Science McClelland Memorial 
Landon Banes Landon Banes Harlan Brewer 
with scholarship representatives Janet with scholarship representatives Karen with scholarship representatives Kim Edwards 
Matthew (left) and Millie Blalock (right) Clements (left) and Dr. Ken Walley (right) (left) and Antoinette McClelland (right) 


Jim and Martha Lightsey 


AnaKathryn Case and Abby Kate Magee Kilynn McKenzie and Evan Brumfield 
with scholarship representatives Martha (center left) and Jim with scholarship representatives Joann (left) and Yancey 


Lightsey (right) Wentworth (right) 


Noah “Cap” Wallace Family 


Suzanna Smith and Haley Claire Davis Coleman Bonds 
McCullough with scholarship representatives Kathy Dugas __ with scholarship representatives Steven (left) 


with board member Shannon Aker (left) and Louis Dugas (right) and Daniel Christensen (right) 


Arthur L. Boyte, Jr. Family Rev. M.L. and Lavelle Ratliff Douglas 


Kiele Powell, Greyson Clanton and Lillian Hutton Robert Adcock 
with scholarship representatives Jerlene (center left) and Leon Boyte (center with scholarship representatives Kenneth 
right) Wayne Douglas (left) and Joan Dodd (right) 


20 | The Colinian 


Rev. Mary Stewart Silver Cross Home Foundation 


Alexandra McGee Abby Grace Richardson and Andrew Jones 
with scholarship representatives Martha (left) with scholarship representatives (from left) Wanda Hart, Sylvia Buie and 
and Jim Lightsey (right) Sharon Allen 


fF hi 
Ui dt 


Foundation Board of Directors 


Preston Love, Zy’Keria Cole, Brent Barnes and Katherine Annie Shephard and Madison Jones 
Gitford with board member Tammy Torrey 
with Foundation Board President Lauren Adkins 


Tom Earl and Ruby Hogg James Elbert and Eugenia Allen 
Rosalyn Willis (left) and Kayla Angela Shannon 
Oberschmidt with (from left) Co-Lin Board of Trustees Chairman Melton King, Foundation 
with Vice President of Business Affairs Dr. Executive Director Angela Furr, scholarship representative Nora Berch and 
Richard Baker Co-Lin President Dr. Dewayne Middleton 


Trustmark Tom and Doris Kelly 


Julie Rippy, Kali Herring, Hever Hoke, Kalyn Benton and Elise Casey Chaffin and Kenneth Andrews 
El-Rai with Vice President of Business Affairs Dr. 
with scholarship representative Aaron Oberschmidt Richard Baker 
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Tracking the classes In Memoniam 
Thomas Britt 
Congrabulefions 


Dr. Amanda Hood (‘00) has been named Dean of 
Academic Instruction at Co-Lin. 


Welling Bell. 
Carly Polk (20) and Tanner Waldrop were 
married on Sept. 9, 2023. 


Doris Smith-Moody 


Michael Falvey 


Jared Mathis (20) and Erica Smith were 


i t. 23, 2023. : 
married on Sep Jimmy Wooten, 


Faith Bergeron (19) and Grant Smith were 


ied Oct. 21, 2023. 9 
married on Oc Travis Thorton 


Austin Crow (16) and Anna Beth Smith 
(17) were married on Nov. 4, 2023. 


Austin Williams (00) and Katherine Ezell 
(attended) were married on Dec. 2, 2023. 


Tew-Cvival 


Hamilton Carl Bush, Jr. 


—_ Dr. Billy Broome, 
Colby (10) and Laney McQuage Bass ke 
(‘11) welcomed a baby boy, Daniel Lane, a ‘ Bass ; 
on Aug. 8, 2023. Daniel was welcomed md = Cecil Frank Bozeman, 
home by big brother Russen James-Paxton. We 
Kenith and Kristen Byrd Burr ('15) Martinez Tom Ross 
welcomed a baby boy, Ruston Wade, on 
Sept. 8, 2023. 
Adam ('20) and Skylar Martinez (‘22) welcomed a baby eae : cere Julia Sate os Photos 
boy, Christian Tate, on Oct. 11, 2023. atjulia.mill Gach. a 
Tom and April Cosgrave welcomed a baby girl, Ava Claire, on Dec. 4, Please provide class year(s) and a 
2023. Tom is the head soccer coach at Co-Lin. phone number for 


verification. 


idan ab 


Photo by Chuck Barnes 
After winning the 2023 MACCC State Championship in men’s basketball, the team, coaches, and other athletic staff were recog- 
nized on the field during halftime at a football game this fall. 


Johnnie Daniels Billy Pullen 


MACCC Offensive Player MACCC Defensive Player 


<a a RRR See ene o 7 aan Montez Sweat, a member of the 2016 

or the second time in school history, the Wolf Pack tied a school record with 10 7 7 
wins as they finished 10-2. In addition to winning the CHAMPS Heart of Texas bowl, soe rela noe de fea efour oo 
the tearm also finished MACCC runners-up and MACCC South Division Champions. | &' 
Coach Glenn Davis was named MACCC Coach of the Year. Johnnie Daniels was named \_ Bears. 

offensive player of the year, and Billy Pullen was named defensive player of the year. ; 


Glenn Davis 
MACCC Coach of the Year 


The 2023 national 
championship winning 
softball team and their 
families were honored 
with a reception at the 
president’s home before 
a football game this fall. 
They received their 
championship rings at 
halftime. 


The 2023 Wolf Pack 
football team recently 
won the 2023 CHAMPS 
Heart of Texas Bowl 
28-20 over Navarro 
Community College in 
Commerce, Texas. 
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COPIAH = LINCOLN 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
P.O. Box 649 ¢ Wesson, MS 39191-0649 

Address Service Requested 


“Any help, big or 


small, is really 


important for US. 
9 
If youre able to help 
others, why not?” — 


Jade Hernandez, = 
Russell Ellzey Memorial | 


Scholarship recipient \ 
\ aN 
L— =X 


CO-LIN 
FOUNDATION 


